[Current evidence and development of colorectal cancer screening in Germany].
Colon cancer is currently the third leading cause of cancer death in men and women in Germany, with a total of about 25,000 deaths per year. Established methods for early detection of colorectal cancer include lower gastrointestinal endoscopy and fecal occult blood testing. For both procedures, there is evidence of a reduction in colorectal cancer-specific mortality and for endoscopy a reduction of colorectal cancer incidence has been shown.In Germany, the guaiac test for fecal occult blood has been offered since 1977. Additionally, screening colonoscopy has been offered since 2002 and in 2016, the guaiac test was replaced by the immunological fecal occult blood test, which has an improved diagnostic performance. Overall, participation rates have been low over the past decades and differed between men, women, and age groups.Personal invitations are expected to be sent out starting in 2019 as part of the introduction of an organized colorectal cancer screening program in Germany. The program also provides for measures to systematically monitor and improve the quality of colorectal cancer screening. It remains to be seen which effects these changes will have and whether the trend towards declining colon cancer incidence and mortality that has been observed in Germany will continue in the coming years.